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An Humble 



ADDRESS 

TO THE 

KNIGHTS, CITIZENS 



BURGESSES, ^c. 




Gbntlbmsh, 

sOU are now invcftcd with the 
f whole rcprefentativc Power of the 
I Commons of Great Britain'^ a 
I Truft, the moft honourable atid 
I important, that can be conferr'd 
' upon SutqciSU and Freemen. Not 
only our "Lives, our Liberties arid 
our Eftates are at your Difpofal, but even the 
Prclcrvation of our excellent Cotifiittaio«y and tBc 
very Being of the Britip Name depend upon youp 
honeft and pmdeoc Coodadj at tbi* crku»l Con- 
juoAurc. 
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I mull therefore beg Leave, with great Humi- 
lity, to o^r you fomc Confiderations on the Part, 
which a Britijh Houfe of Commom ought to take at 
fuch a Crifis ; for though you are certainly invefted 
with a plenary Authority, and cannot be controul'd 
in your Conduit by any Perfons without Doors, 
after your Elcdtion ; yet every good Man will be 
glad to know the Sentiments of Thofe, whom he 
rcprefents, and to give their Arguments a fair 
..Iiearing, at leaft, whether they may have Force 
enough to convbce his Judgment, or not. This is 
all the Privilege we claim, by applying to our Re^ 
frefetitatives ; and as it hath been frequently exer- 
cifcd, upon extraordinary Occafions, without gi* 
ving any Ofience, I muft rely on the fame Indul- 
gence on the prcfent Emergency, which is as great 
and important as ever awaken'd the Attention of 
this Nation. 

In the firft Place, you will do well to confider 
that you are a mw Reprefetitative of the People^ and 
every Gentleman ought to look upon Himfelf as 
fuch, whether he hath ever fate in former Parlia- 
ments, or not. All pad Errors and Mifcarriages 
are now cancelled, as far as your Parliamefitary 
Capacity extends, ( tor That is very difierent from 
the niwiflerial Office) and you now fet out again 
with freih Powers, as new Men. Nothing there- 
fore, which was done in the laji Parliamevt^ ought 
to preclude your Freedom of Judgment in the ^«- 
fuiifg ^ nor determine you, right or wrong, to per- 
fcvcre in the fame Gourfc. Some Gentlemen, per- 
haps, may have been formerly governed too much 
by Party Copftderations^ and others by perfoual At^ 
;tachmems^ or Prejudices ; but Time and the Event 
of Things muft have now convinced Them that 
they followed falfe Guides, and will induce them, 
no doubt, to caft them on' for the future. — — If 
' apy others Ihould have fij^r'd Thcmfclvcs to be 
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flucnced by worfe Mothes^ They have now an Op- 
portunity of purging their Charafters, and making 
lomc Atonement to their Country, by a more jull 
and honourable Condud:, 

Thefe Confiderations relate only to thofe Gen-- 
tiemefjy who have already enjoy'd Seats in Parlia- 
ment. But there arc amongft you great Numbers 
of mw Members^ ftridtty fo call'd, to whom this 
Addrefs is more particularly, and indeed more 
chearfully direfted ; for as Tnefc confift chiefly of 
youfjg Gentlemen^ who have hitherto had no Share 
in the Guilt, or Folly of any former Mealures, We 
may apply to Them with more Freedom, and 
Hopes of Succcfs. 

To you, Gefjtkmeffy in this fatal Crifis, to you 
does the Nation commit her Interefts, and from 
you does Ihe hope her Prefervation. Y6u are come 
up, as it were, to a Trial of your Charafters ; and 
they will forever retain the Impreffions, which 
you now ftaAip upon them. If you keep them 
pure and unfullied, their Currency will be univer- 
lal; but if you mix them up with the bale Allay 
of a Mim/erj you tamiih their Luftre, and leflen 
their Weight ; they will generally be returned upon 
your Hands, or pafs only within the Verge of Cor '^ 
TUption. 

You are at prefcnt unaigaged, uncorrupted, and 
we hope uninfluenced. Two Paths lye before you. 
Which to follow, is a very fcrious and important 
Confideration. If^ at firfl: fetting out, you chufc 
the wrong, you will foon be iKwilder'd, and it 
may never be in your Power to quit it more. The 
Paths of Corrnption infenlibly lead to the Precipice 
^(Ifjfamyj from whence there is no Return. But 
we depend on your making a right Choice. There 
is an Honcfty natural to Totttb • there is a Spirk 
unbroken by Complailance ; tnere is a Senfc of 
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Shame, and a generous Regard to Reputation. All 
Xhcfe are fb many Warrants of your behaving 
in a Mgnner, that bJccojnes you ; and till you lofc 
Thefe^ your Country will not lofe you. But be 
aflured, no Artifice will be, wanting to diveft you 
of them ; and fuch Methods have formerly been 
too fuccefsful, not to give us fome Apprchenfions 
of their prevailing to your Dilhonour, unlefs you 
are piremoniihed and forearmed againft them. 

It Luxuryy if Pkafure can make you facrificc 
your Moral^^ to your Appetites ; if fhe childiih 
romp of Strings and empty Names can flatter your 
Imaginations ; they will all be cmplo/d to draw 
you off from the honeft Bent of your natural Dit 
poiition. But if the Candour of your yet-untain- 
ted Minds Ihould rcjoft thefc Allurements with 
Difdain ; then a more artful Attempt will be made 
upon you ; then you will be told that this Horror 
of Corruption^ this Spartan and Roman Virtue, is 
the Eficd: of your Ignorance of the World, and a 
Speculation only fit tor School-boys. The Force 
of Ridicule will be likewise try'd, and you'll be fa- 
cetioufly call'd hopeful young Saints and Patriots. 
Men of reputed Abilities will be ftt on to warn 
you of the Ufelefsnels and Folly of thefc high-flown 
Notions. You will be told they are romantick, im- 
pradicable, the Bane of all Bufinefs, and the Con- 
tempt of every Man of Senfe. Litde falfe Con- 
fidences will be made you of the private Views of 
Gentlemen in Oppofition ; Bits oi Scandal thrown 
out upon their Ch^raAers ; and an Opinion incul- 
cated, that the Difpute on either Side is only for 
PoweTy not Principles. Thus, by Degrees, They 
will hope to bring you to an Indiffirrence for both 
Sides J and a Regard for nothing but your/elf'^ a 
necclfery Confequencc of which is a devoting of all 
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your ASAom to prefcnt Profit^ and joining witli 
Thofe^ who oflcr moft. 

Should This fail; fliould you be firm enough to> 
maintab) againft the Fafhion of the Times, againft 
the Example of many of your Acquaintance^ tod 
againft the Weight of lupcrior Authority^ that 
there is fomething real in publick Spirit^ Integrity 
and Freedom:^ you will be laugh'd at for homfi^fim^ 
pie Fellows J and a quite difierent Language will be 
ufeid to vou. You will then hear ot nothing but 
the .Caufc oiWbiggifm ; the Danger we are in firom 
the Tmes\ the Ncceffity of uniting, under the 
Standard ojf the prefent M-—^t. You will be told 
that Liberty and Property^ the ProUftant SucceJ^mj 
the Peace tf Eufope^ Religion^ Tokrationy Trade 
and publick Credity are all feated and centered in 
his Per/on *y all fupported, and fupportable alone, 
by the Continuance and Increafe of his Power. 
Unhappy Nation ! where all thefe Bteifings depend 
upcxi the fin^e Thread of em Marfs Life, to 
near being ipun out* — \i not cot off! Should 
you ask the Reafon of this wonderful Conne&iofi 
between 'Jl Jingle Man and all thefe Things ; ihould 
you enquire why the Nation is reduced to an in^- 
tire Droendance upoii one Subjeily and what Proo& 
of Ability, or Virtue, that SubjeSl hath given to 
deferve (udi a prodigious Degree of Truft, fuch a 
Delegation of more than Royai Power *y it will be 
axifwered that he was a Whig fo long ago as in 
Queen Anne^s Reign, and hath never acSied with 
the Tories but once, when he was cut of Place. ' 
li This fliould not convince you ; if you Ihould 
examine his Primipkshy his ConiuS^ and conclude 
on good Proofs that this boafled Whiggifin is no- 
thing more than a vain and fallacious Name to var- 
mfh over the Ads o£ arbitrary PoTver-y you will 
be caUed Jacobi*u hy all i^fou^nmutDd Tools of 
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mtnifterial Defamation ; whilft many of Thofey to 
whom that Appellation tiotorioufly belongs, arc gra- 
ced with the h avour of the M— — r, and are the 
mofl: zealous Jgeuts for his Interejls. Perhaps too 
Frowns may be play'd upon you, and you may 
be marked out for all thofc Mortifications^ which 
the hejl Suhjefts have been forced to undergo for 
the Sake of the worjl. But let not This difcou- 
rage you. Such Delufions cannot, muft not long . 
prevail, even where They have taken the dcepcft 
Root. Difgrace and Favour will recover their pro- 
per Channels, A fhoit Time muft turn the former 
upon Thofe, who fo indecently triumph m and 
abufc the latter. And then what will be the Cir- 
curaftances of Thofe amoneft you, who have min- 
gled your felves with the Dregs of this Iniquity, 
and decked your fclves vainly in the worn-out Robes, 
the foird and dirty Purple of a defpifed and detefte^ 
Faifion againji their Country? Surely, nothing can 
be more wrong, in Point of Interejl^ ( if Interejt 
ought at all to be confidercd, where Duty is con- 
cerned) than for z young Gefakwan^ in the open- 
ing of his Life, to forfeit all Qaim to the Reward 
of Merit to his Country in better, vand probably 
not diftant Times, for the Sake of a little, prelent 
temporary Gain, obtain'd . and preferved on the 
moft Icrvile Terms, Such a Condud: ^ would re- 
Icmble That offomejo^^f 3i5?»: who are in fo 
much Hafte to be fettled, aa They call it, that 
They marry a common Whwe^ rather than wait for 
a proper Eftablifhment, 

* . If then the Reafons, which might HKiuce you 
to forfake the Intercfts of your Country^ arc fo weak 
and unconvincing; how much may be urged oq 
the other Side to encourage you . to aft agreeably 
to your own unbyais'd Sentiments ? Toung Minds 
are generally moved by great Examples j and the 
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ffreatep arc not wanting, on this Occafion, to ani- 
mate and inlfcru(Sk you. Look round the Nation 
for the Men of the higheji Dignity ^ the moft ac" 
knowkdg^dWifdomy and tryd Ifjtegrity^ you fliall 
"find Them engaged in the fame Caufe, to which 
you are now invited to accede, and ready to affift 
you with their Lights, their Credit, and their 
Friendfhip. By the Advantage of this Participa- 
tion, you yourfelves will loon become coniiderable 
too ; fat more coh^iderable than the higheft Mi- 
nions of Hikt you oppofe. Thofe amongft you, 
who are born to great Eftates, are, by the Inde- 
'pendency of your Concfition, fuperior to any, that 
hold the proudeft Fortunes at the Pleafure, and by 
the precarious Favour of a Court. And Ihould 
there be "any in lefs affluent Circumftances, what 
immortal Honour will They gain, if by Oeconomy, 
and a generous Contempt of fupcrfluous Pleafures, 
'They can withftand the Force of that Temptation? 
•What will They lofe byfo doing? Will They be 
received with le(s Efteem and Regard in the bcft 
•Companies, becaufe They arc not brought there 
in an Equipage, purchafed at the Expence of their 
cwn Virtue^ and the Civil Lift ? Or will They not 
be diftinguilhed and recommended by that Virtue^ 
'more than They could by their Expence ? Is the 
Spirit of a Man of J^ality a worfe Mark of good 
Birth and Breeding, than fuperfluous Espence^ and 
tawdry Pomp ; in which too, at befl, you will be 
eclypfed by twenty Sharpers about Town, who arc 
as juftly proud of their lucky Hits at White's^ as 
you can be of yours at St james% and who fknd 
equal with you in real Merit, as well as in the 
Opinion of Mankind ? What then is this mighnr 
Sacrifice, that your Country requires from you r It 
is only to ^ve up fome trifling vanities^ which fall 
to the Shai^ of every Coxfcrfih-'^ to fcparatc your- 
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fclvcs from the Herd of 7'hofe^ who are even the 
Contempt of the Mdjiers they fcrve j and to place 
your Pride in the folid Superiority of a Mind a- 
bove Dependance, and a Reputation without At- 
taint. Diflcrcnt, very diflerent> is the Sacrifice der 
manded frorn yqu by the Man^ that would cor- 
rupt you. iHonour, Confcience, and the Efteem 
or honeft Men, prcfent Peace, and future Expeda- 
tions, all niuft be given up to fleeting Favour, and 
perhaps to a bare Promile of Preferment. Judge 
therefore which is likely to coft you moft ; and tf^ 
when the Account is rightly ballanced, you find 
Vtrtiie more eligible than Vice^ you wiU leave all 
Thofe without Excufe, who in higher Fortunes 
ihall make a meaner Choice, and part with real 
Advantages to fupport imaginary Wants. 

If I may be allowed to add a lighter Argument 
to the many leripus and folid ones, which . I have 
already urged j give me Leave to tell you that, 
upon this Choice, depends the Opinion Mankind 
will entertain of your ParU^ as well a^ of your 
Probity. Would you make any Figure in the gay<^ 
the folite^ and witty Part of the Worldy you mull 
not Unite yourfelvcs to 'l%ofej who have fo long 
been the Objcds of their Mirth^ and whole Ridt' 
Sule\ juftly acquired and indelibly fixed, Heds its 
ridiculous Influence over all their Dependents. 

There is one Caution mor^ to be obferved, 

without which all the reft will be ineffciSkual, and 

you will faint in the Midft of your Career. If ft 

ihould happen that your Ardour, in purfuing this 

glorious Caufe, docs not meet with immediate Suc- 

ccls J if Difficulties and Obftru6tions Ihould arife* 

do not therefore conclude that all is loft, and fit 

down with an Opinion that it is ufelels to contend 

;any Jfarther. Such a defponding Turn of Mind 

*i:«iti6t poffibl)^ do you any Good ; but it may renr 
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cler thofc Diftcmpcrs paft Recovery, which it is 
yet in your Power to cure. Remember the wife 
Maxim of antient Rome ; nolite defter are deRepab'^^ 
licL No, Gentlemen, all is not loft, till you lofe 
yourfclves, and enervate your Strength by a forlorn 
and pufillanimous Defpair. Do but hope, do but 
ftrugglc, and you will conquer. When m the Con- 
ftemation and Affright, that feized the Romans^ 
after the great Defeat at Canna^ the Senators were 
ib difcouraged as to deliberate whether they fhould 
not leave the City, and retire immediately to fomc 
Place of Safety : Scipc^ then a Youth, being in- 
formVl of their Gonfultation, came into their Af- 
femtly with his Sword drawn, and obliged Them 
by Force to take an Oath not to abaudon tbf 
Commonwealth. This A6tion of Vigour had a fud- 
den and ftupendous EffeA ; the Roman Intrepidity 
revived ; and the Enemy ceafed to be formidable, 
when He ceafed to be feared. In like Manner, it 
)>ecomes you, Gef/tkmen^ to undertake the Defence 
of the Commonwealth, in this nice and dangerous 
Conjundure, i£you fee it abandoned by okierj or 
greater Mefu Tiie Example of your Courage will 
revive their fainting Spirits, and Ihamc Them into 
a more generous Relblution. You are certainly to 
look upon yourfclves as the laft Refource of thif 
Conftltutioa Amongft Thofe, who have been 
longer, verfed in Bufinels, many are hardened in 
Guilt by fwriiliar Pra<9ice ; many infatuated by ah 
habitual iCourfe of Blunders \ ana too many iunk 
deep in a fupine^ unrefijling Indolence^ When Hi- 
ftory (hall (peak of the prefent Age, in what Colopra 
will it paint the low Depra^ityy to which we. a^'C 
fallen ? How corrupt^ how ejfeminate^ how prone 
to SlMery will it reprefent us ? And how juftly 
ftall we fuffcr the Reproach of all Poft;rity? Bui 
ia . this blade hA^ logforiQud Sccinc^ what » noble 
'*•-' B a CoQ. 



C 12.) 



Contrafte, what a Ihining Figure will you make, if 
the fame Hiftory Ihall relate that this Corruption 
was checked, this Slavery and Ruin prevented, by 
the Virtue of an hundred young Men^ who ftood in 
the Gap, and faved their Country ? 

Having addrefs'd you thus far m general, it mav 
be expeded that I Ihould defcend into fomc Parti- 
culars, relatbg to the Parliamentary FunClioHy as 
well as the prefent State of Affairs, both at home 
and abroad. 

The firft Step to be taken, at the Opcnbg of 
a new Parliament^ is the Choice of a proper Pcr- 
fon to fill the Chair ^ and prefide over that illu- 
ftrious Aflembly *, but as there will probaUy be 
|io Contention, upon this Account, I Ihall riot trou- 
ble you with any Confiderations up6n it. ' 

The Practice of fummoning the Members to the 
Cock-Pity by a minifterial Writ, and harangumg 
Them there, before his Majcfty opens the ^ffioa 
with a Speech from the Throne, is but of modem 
Date, and may be juftly rank'd amongft thofc Im- 
provements, which have been lately made on our 
Conjitution. I don't know exacjtty how long this 
Cuftom may have prevailed, nor is it of much Im» 
portance to the Publick ; but I may venture to af^- 
lirm that it hath been carried farther, within a very 
few Years, thao it ever was before ; having not 
only been pundually obferved at the Beginning of 
every Scffion, but even proftitutcd to the Sender 
<yf fartii^ul^r Jois *^ to&qp Enquiries into Frauds 
of the moft pernicious Natiire; to fcreen Delink 
quents of the worftKind; and infringe that Lihertf 
ofvotingy which is always peculiajt-Jy in,tctidcd by a 
Ballot, 

There is Ibmething very ridiculous, ajs well as 
unparliamentary, in thefe minifierial Conventions^ 
Their firft Ailcmbly is commonly held at the M^ 
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mjler^s own Houfc, three or four Days before the 
Meeting of Parliament^ and conlifts only of a few 
trajly Creatures^ who are called together, in order 
to perufe the Kin^s Speech'^ and conlider of proper 
Perfons to move lor and fecondthe Addrefs. Thefe 
Genthmen^ who arc generally propofed by the Mi^ 
nifter Himfelf, after a felf-denying Speech^ niodeft- 
ly declinmg fo grea.t an Honour, am dcfiring it 
may be put into abler Hands, are at laft overcome 
ana prevailed upon to undertajce it. At the fame 
Time, thcfc choice Frietids arc let into the State 
of A£&ir8. as far as is neceilary, and inftru<£lcd 
what to lay, in Cafe of a Debate, upon feveral 

particular Points. But to refumc the Buli- 

nefe of the Addrefs:^ which, perhaps, is like wife 
drawn up and fettled, long before They met, as wctf 
as the Speech:, for it hath been the Practice of fome 
late Minifiers not only to put whatever They think 
fit into their Mafier's Mputh, (which is commonly^ 
a Panegyrick on Themfelves, or a Juftification of 
their Mcafures,) but likewife to do the fame kind 
Office for the Parliament^ and make Them ecchp 
back die Subftancc of it, bv Way oi Addrefs. 
When thefe Pomts are fettled \n the minijierial Ca^ 
hinetj for fo I may call it, a general Ailcmbly of 
all the well'affeSied is fummoned to meet, a Day 
or two afterwards, at the Cock^Pit^ where the 
fame Farce is a&ed over again, in a more circum- 
ilantial, and foleowi Mannen The MiniJIer produ* 
ces a Copy of the Speech \ which being read and 
received with grea<: Applaufe, jt is refdved, new 
mine cmtradicente^ to promptc a loyal and dutifi^t 
Addrcls to his M^dly uppn it, not only to return 
Him Thanks for fo gracious a Speech^ but to ap- 
plaud tht Wifdom of all his Meafkresy and to aflure 
Him x>f their chearful Concurrence to any Sup* 
pUeSy .that may he judged ncccflary, in the prefent 
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Exigeftcy ; in this Manner deviating from the an« 
ticntPradlice of Parliament, which confifted only 
in returning his Majefty Thanks for his Speech, in 
general • whereas T his is a previous Engagement 
to fatisfy all the Demands of a Court '^ and though 
it may be underftood at home to be only a Com- 
pliment of Courfc, it certainly carries a different 
Afpedt abroad, and looks as if the Parliament had 
in a Lump approved of all thc-Mcafures of the Ad- 
miniftration. Then the Perfons^ agreed upon before 
to move and fecond this Addrcfs^ are propofed by 
another 'Worthy Gentleman^ who is likewife let into 
the Secret, and unanimoufly approved. Here again 
They miodcftly decline it, as if there had been no 
previous Meetings and again with great Importu- 
nity are prevailed upon to accept it. — What makes 
this Scene ftill more diverting is, that when the 
Commons return to their own Houfe from the Houfe 
of Lor4s^ after his Majefty hath made his Speech, 
the Speaker always tells them, in a formal Manner, 
that He hath^ with great Difficulty y obtained a Copy 
cf it*y when above half the Members, perhaps, had 
Icen, or heard it read, a Day or two before. — — ' 
That there have been fach PraBices^ in former 
Times, cannot be deny'd ; but as They are cer* 
taitily unparliammtary^ and anticonjfituttvnaly they 
ought to be prevented for the future ; at leaft, it 
behoves every .Gentleman, who hath the Honour to 
be fent up with a Commiffion from the People^ to 
beware of the Artifices made Ufe of in thefc novel 
Jtjfcmblies^ and to keep Himfelf unengaged till the 
whole Merit of cvqry roint, that is to come be-* 
fore Him, is fully^ opened and explained by a free 
Debate on both Sides. 

The next Point to be confider*d in Order, as 
well as Importance, is the Committee ef Privileges 
0ffd EleSlicns j ,whicli- is a Sort of a Court ofjtw 
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dicatun^kr thcDccifion of ParJiame^jtary DiJ^uteSy 
and therefore all Prcxrcedings in it ought to be 
conduced with the utmoft Regard to Juftice and 
Hooour. Yet I am very forry to obferve that, in 
fbme former Parliaments, thefe Committees have 
been moft fcandaloufly abufcd, and made the fer- 
vilc Inftruments of a prevailing FaSiion in the 
Houic, or an infoknt^ domineering MiniJieTl The 
Misfortune is, that Gentlemen are apt to think 
Themfelvcs at Liberty to vote, upon thefe Occafions^ 
juft as their Interefts, or Inclinations, or Friend- 
ships, or Allyances, or other private Conlidcratir 
ons, may diredt Them, without any Regard to the 
Merits of the Caufe. Nay, it is become a com- 
mon Pra&ice to follicit thefe Points publicjcly, and 
to beg the Votes and Intercft of particular Mem- 
bers tor fuch or fuch ^n Eledion, if They are not 
pre-engaged. To This We mijft add that the 
Examinauons, in fuch Cafes j not being upon Oathy 
there is commonly too much Lying on both Sides; 
which gives the bad Part of the Houfe a Pretence 
for favouring which Side They pleafe, and lays 
even the moft impartial Judges under fome Diffi- 
culty to determine where the Right lies. But 
whatever fome Gcntkmen may think, or pretend to 
think, an equitable Determination of thefe Difputes 
is fo eflcntial to the Freedom and Independency of 
Parliament y that as no private Influence whatfoever 
ought to byals your Judgments, fo no Attention 
fhould be wanting to inform them. It is impoffi- 
blc to lay down any particular Rules for making a 
right Judgment upon thefe Occaftons \ but I believe 
\t will be too often found true that when Perfons 
in Office become Petitionersy They have no other 
^ Right to fit in Parliament, than what They exped: 
. from the Power of a Minijlery and the Partiality 
. pf the Houfe, Nay, many have been known to 
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ftand Candidates with no other View ; for when a 
Mimjkr finds the Country run fo ilrongly againft 
Him, that with all his Power and Corruption He 
can get only a very incofjfiderahk Majority^ nothing 
is more common than to fend his Creatures about 
to different Boroughs, with Orders to bppofc 
Country Genriemen at all Adventures. No Mat- 
ter for the fiatural Interejf of the Pfaccy or the op- 
parent Imlinations of the People ; no, nor even for 
the PoU^ DeclaratioUy and Retwn. Their Jlandin^ 
•Candidates alone gives Them a Pretence of Petiti^ 
onifjg^ and their Patron an Opportunity of weed- 
ing the Houfc, as it is call'd, of obnoxious Mem- 
bers. But This, Gevtlemeny is a Pradicc of the 
moft dangerous Confcquence, which may come to 
affcdt you all, and ought to be cftc<5buafly difcoun- 
tenanced before it is too late ; for what avails the 
boafted Right of Eifglifimen to chufc thciir own 
ReprefefitdtiveSj if their EledHon is to be fct alide, 
in this Manner ? All Members brought in by fuch 
Means, are certainly the Reprefentatives of the Mi- 

NiSTER, not of the People. Alas! without 

any fuch Proceedings, every Minifiry hath too 
'much Influence in the Choice of a Parliament j nor 
have They any great Reafon to triumph in their 
Succels, as a Matk ofWiidom or Dexterity,* when 
We look either Northward^ or Weftward^ and fee 
particular Agent Sy or Undertakers ^ lent down to ne- 
gotiate for whole Counties, in one Place^ apd for 
all the Members of both Houfes of the Lcgiflaturc, 
in the other. Befides This, there arc Numbers of 
Boroughs, which arc diltinguiflicd ' by feveralOffh 
cesy and are thought to be fo much the Properties 
of them, that They arc called Treafury'Borougbs^ 
Admiralty-Boroaghsy Ordinance^BoroaghSy ViSiuaU 
li fig-Boroughs y ^c. Nay, every Governor of a 
Towny that fends Members to rarlramcm, • thirdo 
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He hath a Right to be one, and hath fuch a Fowl 
cr of diftrcfling and haraffing Them, that They 
arc commonly obliged to gratify Him in his Ex- 
pectations. 

Attendance is fo ncceflary a Duty in Memhers of 
Parliament^ that it may feem almoft impertinent 
to put you in mind of it : and yet it hath been fo 
commonly neglected, in former Parliaments, that 
the warmeft Exhortations on this Head defervc 
your Excufe. If Gentlemen would but ferioufly 
rcflcft on the Nature of the Truft, which is repo- 
Iqd in Them, and which They have undertaken 
to execute, nay perhaps foUicited it with great Im- 
portunity, ana at laft obtained it in Exclufion of 
others, who would have been proud to execute it ; 
if they would bcpleafed to confider that the Peo- 
ple have chofen Them their Attornies^ to tranfadk 
Matters of the higheft Importance between 7%em 
and the Crown^ in Conjunction with the Peers of 
the Realm ; and that the Liberties and Properties 
of a whole Nation depend on a faithful Execution 
of this Truft ; if Gentlemen, I fay, would give 
themfelves Time to make fuch Reflections as Theft, 
they muft think Themfelves bound by all the Ties 
of Confciencc, Honour and Gratitude, to perform 
their Elngagements, by a ftrift and conftant Atten- 
dance on the Bufiineis of the JPublick ; for what 
Excufe can any Gentleman make to Thofe, whom 
He reprefcnts, if a Point of the utmoft Confequencc 
to the Nation Ihould happen |to be loft by a Jingle 
Voice^ whilft He was in Purfuit of a Fox in the 
Country, or perhaps loitering away his Time in 
Town r Such Things have frequently happened in 
Parliament ; and it is incumbent upon every Gen- 
tleman, who wiflies well to his Country, or even 
pretends to any Regard for it, to take care that 
they do not happen agab« It is always the Duty 
q£ Parliament'-Men to give their Atceud»»s;^ vq^ 
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the Houfc ; bccaufe They don't know what Dc- 
figns may be fccrctly in Agitation, or when They 
may break out ; but at Ibch a critical Time as 
This, confefs'd to be fo on both Sidts, the Ab- 
fence of any Gentleman, whofc Health will per- 
mit Him to do his Duty, would be abfolutcly in- 
pxcufeable. It hath been juftly compared to the 
skulking of a Soldier on the Day of Battle^ and 
will appear the more fcandalous, when wc conli- 
der that ilUdeJigtjifjg Men will be always fufe to at- 
tend, in Hopes of enriching Themfclves on the 
Spoils of the Publick. 

There is no Occalion to make ufe of any fer- 
ther Arguments to enforce the Obligation of this 
Duty on the Gentlemen, who compolc the prefent 
parliament ; for I prefume that even Curiofity 
itfelf will excite Them to give their Attendance at 
the opening of a new Parliament ; in which the 
great Affairs of Peace and JVar^ as well as fome 
ether Matters equally important, will in all Proba- 
bility come before Them. But let no Gentleman 
thint that He hath done his Duty to his Coun- 
txjy by being, perhaps, pretty conftant in his At- 
tendance, at the Beginning of a Seiiion, or even 
till all the great Points, as He imagines, arc over. 
No, the Nature of his Duty requires a conftant 
Attendance, not only every Scffion, but during the 
whole Seffion ; lince his Abfence may prove as de- 
trimental to his Country at the latter End, as at 
the Beginning. Thofe are the Times, to which 
Minijiers commonly refcrve all unpopular Points^ 
in Hopes of a thin Houfe ; and the Succefi of this 
Policy, in too many Inftances, ought to determine 
you not to give Them the fame Opportunities for 
the future. I ihall only put you in mind that the 
Exsife^Bill was thrown out by the ftri<9t Atten- 
dance of thofe worthy Members^ who oppofed it, 
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and that the late Vote of Credit was facilitated, at 
Icaft, by Non^AttendafJce. 

The prcfcnt State of Affairs, both at home and 
abroad, is (b iully explained in two Pamphlets 
lately publilhed, which are now in almoft every 
Body's Hands, that I fhall have but very little to 
add upon thofe Heads. 

In * one of thefe Pieces you will find a minute and 
exad: Dedudion of our foreign Negotiations from 
the Year 1724 to the breaking out of the War 
between Fr^»^^ and the Emperor \ with the diffe- 
rent Sentiments of both Parties upon the Progrefs 
of them, from Time to Time, and the Event s^ 
with which They have been attended. — — From 
hence. Gentlemen^ you will immediately difcern to 
whom the prelcnt Diftradions of Europe are owing ; 
and whether 7'hofe^ who abetted, or oppofcd thefe 
Tranladlions, in the laji Parliament^ were the tru- 
cft Friends to the Jntereft and Honour of thefe 
Kingdoms. From hence you will likewife be able 
to form a Judgment of ^ny future Treaties^ or iV^- 
gotiationsj which may happen to be laid before you, 
and how far it will be your Duty to approve, or 
difapprovc them ; That is, whether they have a 
natural Tendency to extricate us out of that Maze 
of Engagements, in which We are already invol- 
ved, or to plunge us into frelh Difficulties, and 
render our Cafe abfolutely irretrievable. 

What may be the prcfent and immediate Situa^ 
tion of our Affairs abroad^ I fhall not pretend to 
determine; nor is it poffible for any Man to 
form a reaibnable Gonjeilure upon it from thofe 
Lights, which have been hitherto afforded us. Wc 
fee, indeed, the Ballance oi Europe quite overturned, 
and the Labour of half a Century, as well as that 
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infitlite Expence, which hath attended it, almoit 
thrown away. It is extremely difficult for Thofe, 
who view only the Outiide of Things, and 
are not let into the Secret of Affairs, to judge 
what is proper and e^tpedient for us to do, in 
fuch a L.onjundlurej but an honeft Parliament^ 
which hath a Power to call for, and inlift upon 
any Lights, will foon be atJe to difcover the right 
Path, if any right Path is ftill left us in fuch a 
bewildered Situation of Affairs, and will not do 
any Thing, without the fulleft Information. I wifli 
it may not appear, upon this Enquiry, that wc 
have been officioufly dippbg our Hands in many 
Things, which dia not belong to us, and thereby 
involving our felvcs in a Multitude of needlcfs Ex- 
pences. — How different from This is the Conduft 
of the States General^ who have not only avoided 
all thefe Difficulties and Expences, for the Time 
paft, but have taken their Meafures fo prudently, 
as to avoid them for the enfuing Year ? 

In the * other Piece^ which I mentioned, the 
Condu<5t of our domejiick Affairs is laid open, in 
the fame plain Manner, by a particular Enquiry 
into the Cafe of our national DebtSy the Jinking 
¥undy and all extraordinary Grants of Money ^ from 
the Year 1721 to Chriftmas 1733. — Here, Gentk-^ 
tnenj you may fee to what a deplorable State our 
Affairs are reduced at home:^ that new Debts have 
been heaped upon us, as faft as any Part of the old 
ones was paid off*; that the Progrefs o£ the Jinking 
Fund in that good Work hath been frequently in* 
terrupted, and at length intirely ftoptj that fuch 
unprecedented Grants of Moneyhdwc been made, and 
all the Revenues fo far anticipated, in Times of 
Peacey that it ieems almoft impradicablc to raifo 
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Supplies^ for fupporting the moft juft and ncccflary 
War, without mch mw and grievous Impojhions as 
ncitter We nor our Children Ihall be able to bear. 
For this Reafon, you will think it highly incum- 
bent upon you, as faithful Guardians of the People, 
not to authorize any Meafuresy nor to grant any 
extraordinary Sums of Money y nor to impofc any 
new Taxes upon them, without the ftrifteft Exa- 
mination into the Reafons alledg'd for them, and 
the ftxUtft Convi<9ion that they are abfolutcly no- 
ceflary for the Safety, or Profperity of the King- 
dom. You will not, like tome former Parliaments^ 
carry your Complaifance to the Crotvn fo far, as to 
cxtinguifh all Regard for the Intercfts of Thofi^ 
whom you reprclcnt; nor iuScr your fclves to be 
catch'd by that ftale Artifice, ot making an im- 
plicit Concurrence with all the Propofals of a Afi- 
fiifier the only Criterion of Loyalty to yoixr Prince^ 
and Zeal for his Government. No, Gentlemen^ you 
have already feen too much of tbefe DelufionSy and 
the unhappy Confequences of them ; for as they 
have undeniably impoverifh'd the Nation, fo I wim 
I coukl not fay that They have tended, at leaft, 
to alienate the Afl^Aions of the People from that 
augujt Houfsy for whofe Intereft the Deluders prc- 
tenid fo great a Concern. Nothing therefore can 
dcmonflrate your Regard for the Safety of thcpr^- 
fent Eftablijbment fo eficftually, in our prefent Qr- 
cumftances, as the mojt rigorous Frugality^ and the 
Redrefs of all thofe Grievances ^ which have made 
the People in general fo unealy, not to fay cla- 
morous. Bcfides, none of you can now want to be 
informed that the Multiplication of TaxeSy and the 
vaft Number of additional Officers for the Collec- 
tion and Management of them, have increafed the 
Power of the Crown to fuch a Degree, that they 
are become formidiible to our UberticSy as well as 
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A conftant Drain for our PropertieSy and might 
foon be made to abforb both, under any other Rcigo 
than the prefcnt. Every Circumftancc therefore 
concurs to difluade you from increafing tbefe ^axes 
and Officers^ without the utmoft Neceffity ; imd it 
muft be fome extreme Emergency indeed, which caa 
conllitute fuch a Neceffity, in our prcfent Situ^ 
tion. You will rather endeavour to give the Peo- 
ple fome Eafc from thofe heavy Burthen Sj under 
which They have^ groaned fo long, by puttitig a 
Stop to all unnecejfary Expences^ and eftabliihing a 
more thrifty Occonomy for the fiiturc. It h«di 
always been the Practice of wife Nations, inTimea 
of Danger, or Neceffity, to fupprefe ail ufekfs Of- 
fices of Statey and to retrench the Salaries of fh 
thersy as well as toftrike off all needkfsy unmeriudy 
and exorbitant PenfionSy in order to make a Savii^ 
for the Support of the Government, without opprcS 
iing the People. As the State of our Affairs calls veiy 
loudly ior fuch aRedu&iony it deferves your impartial 
G>nfideration whether the prefefit Forms (fourjii- 
miniflratmi would not admit of it, in fome Degree. 
Why may not one half of the Salaries oi great £w- 
ployntentSy Sinecures y and Penfions (excepting Tfaofc 
Qtreal Charity) be cutofl^ and given in Eafe of^di^ 
fireffed PeopUy who have long bo*m the Burthen of 
the Day ; whilft thefe Officers and Penjkners lb»vc 
been rioting in all the Excefles of Luxury, arid many 
of Them in a fcandalous Manner repaying Thera- 
felves that imall Proportion, which is allott^ to 
Them in the publick Expences ? But whether you 
fliould find itprafticableto vmkc^xxy ftich ketrench-' 
mefJtSy or not, Wcmayaflureourfelvesthatyou will 
not encourage, or connive at any Addition to (uch 
unneceffary ExpenceSy in our prelent Circumflances, 
sor fuficr us to grow more extravagant at a Time, 
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when- Wc have the moft Ocxrafion for Frugality. This 
would belike the Condu<% of fomc private Spnd^ 
thrifts^ who increafe their Expemes as fUft as They 
mortgaK their Eftates^ and let their Servants grow 

rich, in Proportion as Theygrow poor. You 

wiU, at Ieaft,thbk ityour JDuty to infift upon a^J- 
UB Commtte€^ with full Powers, to enquire into tte 
Difoofirionof thofc mtnenfeSumSy which have been 
railed upon the People within thcfe thirteen^ or 
fourteen Tears paft. Such an Enquiry, properly 
condtiAed, would fully anfwer the TrouUe it 
would give you, and clear up fomc Points, which 
mi^tbc of infinite Service to the Publick; for 
thofc mean Arts, of various Kinds, which a cer-' 
tain Gentleman hath emplo/d to obftru<a: all En- 
quiries into his Conduft, amid ft the loudeft re- 
peated Defyances to examine it, are tacit Confet- 
lions that there is fomcthing at the Bottom, which 
He dreads to have difcovercd, and ought to excite 
all your Induftry and Application to find it out. 

But above all Things, Gentlemen^ we flatter our- 
felves that you will never give your Gonfcnt to 
thofc unlimited Grants &f 34oney and Power^ which 
have been lately introduced amongft us, and fo juft- 
ly alarm'd all the true Friends of our ConJUtutton. 
Hiftory fhews us tiwt to Jiicb^ Concejpons hath been 
owing the Lofe of Liberty^ in many Countries ; and 
I believe no Inftancc can be produced of any free 
Jf^eoplcj who were long able to prefcrve their Qw- 
Jtitution in Vigour, alter facb ConceJJms became 
frequent and fartiiKar to them. The Cafe of the 
Spanip Cortes is.fo well known, and hath been fo 
fully explained of late, that it would be imperti- 
nent to detain you long upon it, in this Race. 
Give me Leave tnerefore only to obferve, that al- 
though the Confidence repofed in Henry the ad, 
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by ttic Cortes of CaJHle^ had not an immediate Et 
fc6t in dcilroying the Freedom of that Governmenty 
yet the Creait and Authority of the Cortes began 
immediately to decline, and contbued dcdiniiu^, 
till the Liberties of CaJliU were intirdy extinga^ 
cd. The Poifon was fure, though it was but Sow ; 
and^ having work'd itfelf into the Bowels of the 
ConJUtution^ wafted it away by Degrees, and rcx^ 
der^d it unable, when the Attack was made, to it- 
fift. it with any Effid. 

Such a Vot^ of Credit y as I am now (peaking o^ 
b at beft a temporary Sufpetj/ion of our ConJUtuttM^ 
and hath a natural Tendencjr to abdiflx it for ever. 
It is not only putting the Liberties and Properties 
of the People to the laft Hazard, but votii^ your 
felvcs uielels, in the moft e£&dual Manner; for 
what Influence will zciHoufe of Commons have, when 
They have not only parted with the Purfe of tbi 
Peophy but diverted Themfelves of the Power to 
call Minifters to Account^ and examine their Coeh 
duSiy as They effedually do by repoling iWdi a 
Confidence in the Crown to ad at Difcredoa Tlus 
is laybg violent Hands upon Themfelves, and may 
be called political SelfMurther. 

What therefore can be a greater Indignity to 
your Charafters, as wife and honefl Men, than to 
fuppofe that you willthifl: any Court with a Power^ 
which hath proved fatal to Liberty in other Coun- 
tries, and mufl be allowed extremely dangerous to it 
in all? No, Gentlemen^ %\yc us leave to wiih, as Wc 
have Reafbn to hope, that you will rather come to 
a Rcfolution to eraze out of your Journals all tJhofi 
Precede f^Sy which have been already made c£ fucb 
GrantSy inftead of addmg any new ones to then% 
and giving future Kings y or MinifierSy a Pretence 
for drawbg them into common Ufage* 
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You will be told, no doubt, as fome of your 
Predecejjors have been, that no ill Ufc hath been 
hitherto made of thefe Powers^ and that We may 
never be afraid of trufting them again to {6 gra* 
cious and benevolent a Prince as his prefent Ma^ 
jefy. 

I don't know what the Gentlemen, who have al- 
ready preach'd up fuch Do(ftrines, may intend by 
faying that m ill Use hath been hitherto made of 
THESE Powers. If They mean only that the 
Form of our CoijJUtution is not yet fubvertcd, nor 
our Liberties abtolutely deftroyed, I readily agree, 
with Them ; and, indeed, it would be abfurd to 
addrefs you, in this Manner, if Wc were afbually 
reduced to fuch an Extremity. But They muft" 
cxcufe my Appyehenfions that tbefe Powers have 
already been attended with fome /// EffeSls^ though 
not ot fo defperate a Nature, and that riicy are 
big with many others. Let me ask Them, for Inn 
ftance, whether none of the Money, granted in 
this Manner, was ever employed in PenfiotjSj and 
other fecret Services^ of a more pernicious Nature, 

¥ainft the true Intcreft of thefe Kingdoms ? Will 
hey pretend to fay that the Power of granting^ 
Subjtdies to foreign Princes^ and of making Gontraifr 
for foreign Troops j as well as of augmenting our 
own national Forces^ both by Sea and Land^ with- 
out any Limitation^ was never attended, or likely 
to be attended, with any bad EffeSfs ? Let Them 
examine their own Hearts upon thefe Queftions, 
and I believe They will find it (bmewhat difficult 
to give them an honeft Anfwer. But fuppoiii^ 
fuch Powers not to have been hitherto attended 
with any bad EffeSs whatfoever, or even to have 
been attended with fome good Efeds:^ ytt the //f! 
t^, that may be made of Them hereafter, is fuf^ 
ficient to determine you againfl them j for whtlft^ 
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they fubfjft, Wc can only be faid to hold our Li- 

iisrtics by Gourtefy^ and at the Will of the Princt. 

As to the Virtues of his prefent Majeftyy \vhich 

I am always ready to acknowledge, ihcy arc io 

far from juftifybg fuch Grants^ that tiiey will 

fumilh you with a very good Argument againft 

them ; nnce Experience hath fufficiently tau^t ua 

that whatever G)uceffions are made, at any i inac, 

to a gmd Prhce^ in Confidence that He will make 

ufc of them for the Intercft of his People, will be 

always daim'd by bad Princesy for other Purpofcs, 

and not eaiily dcny'd, without oficring Them a 

kind of perlonal Afiront. A good Prime there* 

fore, who hath the Happincft of his People really 

at Heart, will not defire to be truftcd with any 

PowerSy which fomc of his Succefors may turn to 

their Deftruftion. Indeed, this Argument, drawn 

from the pergonal good J^ialitie^ 6j the Prince^ is 

fo mean a Piece of So^iftry, and hath been fo 

fully exploded^ that I am aihamed to attempt any 

farther Confutation of it. Befides, fuch unlim^ 

ted ^rufts arc really of no Ufe to a good Pfiitfiy 

who is authorized by his Prerogative to exert fbinc 

extraordinary PowerSy in Cafe of any fudden Elmer- 

Scncy, for the Defence of the Nation, without any 
irea Warrant of Parliament. Our Conj^itution 
fuppofes the Grown to be invcfted witby^ib a Pow 
efy in Cafe of Neceffity, and the Eiercifc of it 
muftbe juftify'd by theOccafion, In ihort, a Vt^e 
§{ Credit ou^ht to be looVd upon as a previous 
Indemnification for all the Meafures of a Miniftety 
by arming Him with a Sort of diSfatorial Power 
to ad as He plcafes, without any Controaly or -A- 
fount ; {ot though Minijlers are generally liberal 
enough of their Promifes, when They ask forfitcb 
i^rantSy you will find upon Enquiry that They 

have always dcfircd to be excufedi \vncu cMI'd och 
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on to perform them, and never yet obliged us with 
any AccoufJt ; I mean fuch a particular and diftinSt 
Account J as ought alone to give honcft and reafonablc 
Men any Satistadion. Indeed, the laji Vote ofCre'»- 
dit io far exceeds all former Triifts of the lame 
Kind, and a certain honourable Gentleman wad 
pleafed to bind Himielf in fo folemn a Promife thaC 
whatever Ufe fliould be made of it, He would lay ' 
an Account of it before the next Parliament, that 
We hope you will infift, with more than ordinary 
Eameftncfe, on a diJiinSi Account of all Sums of 
Money^ which may have been expended by Virtue 
of this Grant^ and of the particular Services^ for 
which they have been expended. I fhall clofe this 
Head with obfcrving that if fuch an Account Ihould 
be now refufcd you, no Credit whatfoevcr ougl^t 
to be given to any Aflurances, Or Protcftations of 
that Kind, for the future. 
* But giving Money^ under any Shape, was not 
formerly the only, nor indeed the principal Biifinefe • 
of a Britifb Parliament ; for it appears very evi- 
dent from the whole Tenour of our Hiftory that 
Aids and Subfidies were commonly granted by Way 
of Remuneration to the Crown ^ for the Removal of 
evil Minijiers^ the Punifhment of enormous CrimeSj 
the Rcdrefs of publick GrievanceSy and the Confir- 
mation of popular Liberty by good Laws. Thefe 
were the Points^ which always took the firft Place, 
in the Parliamentary Counfels of thofe Times; and, 
however the Cafe may have been fince altered, 
ought ftill to prev^l on the Minds of thofe Gentle^ 
men^ who think themfelves obliged to fulfil the In- 
tentions of their ConfUtuents^ and prefer a generous 
Regard for their Country to any mean Confidcra- 
tions of private Interejl. 

Let me therefore exhort you to take a View of 
the fafi Parliament, in this taght, and to form a 
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Judgment of the two Parties^ who composed it, hf 
the different Ends They purfued, and the diffemt 
ASis^ ox Proceedings^ which They either promoted| 

or oppofed* 

Should you obferve, on one Side^ a continaed 
Scheme for loading the People with Ta^es and At^. 
fines ^ in Times of Peace^ for bridling Them widi 
opprejpve LawSy and fubjedting Them to the Power 
c£infoJent Tax-gatherers i^ ftould there appear a* 
mongfl Them an implicit oubmiflion to all the Dio 
tates of a Mtnijiery and a conilant Readioeis to 
juftify not only all his Meafures, apd ward ofi* d 
£nquiries into his Condudi) but even to fcreeo hn^ 
quit Us of every Kindj and to convert that Placij 
which ought to be the Scourge and xht Terror of 
great Offender Sy into a Kind of Sanctuary and A» 
iylum for Them ; ihould thefe Perfons have diia>» 
vered a determined Refolution to oppoie all Lawi 
and all Proviiions for preventing that devouring 
JEvil Corruption^ for advancing the Cauie of L^ 
lertyj and guarding the weak Parts of our Cqnftiith 
tiou againfi the Incroachments of the Crown^ in fii* 
ture Times ; m fhort, fhould it be mamieily from 
their former Condud, that They confult only thdf 
own Interejly their own private^ corrupt Inter$ft^ 
without any Regard to the Happincls of thctr 
Fillow^SubjedSy or the great Trull repoied %i 
Them ; fhould This, I fay, appear to you, upoo 
a Review of the Proceedings of the laji ParUiH 
tnenty you will (corn to follow fo deteftaUe an Ebd* . 
ample, or to adopt the Crimes and the Infamy of 
fucb MePy by treading in their Steps, and giving 

a SanAion to their Meafures. No, Gentlemen^ - 

you will rather thmk it your Duty to concur with 
Thofe on the other Side y in o]^pofmg fucb Meafur^y^. 
and calling the Authors of there to a iftrid Account, 
aa well as in promoting thofe good and wkolefomt. 

Laws 
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Lani)s for the Eafe and Benefit of the Peopk^ th€f 

Protcdion of Liberty^ and the Security of our Con-- 

JUtutiony viYiidtk the Revolutiofj gave us a Right to 

cxpedt, and which are ftill wanting to compleat it. 

Give nie Leave, Getiikmen^ to be a little more 
particular on this Head, and to refrdh your Me- 
mc^ries with a few Inftances on both Sicks. 

Do you think that it would have been any 
Diflervice to your Country, if fo large a fianding 
Atmy had not been kept up at home, in 1 imcs 
of abfolutc Peace, at the Expence oi ftveral MiU- 
lions of Muney*^ or ii twelve thotifavd Hcffians had 
not been maintained abroad, for nXmon Jive Tears 
together, at the Expence of above a Million more, 
fcnt out of the Kingdom, if all of it did adu- 
ally go; befidca other Subfidies and Penlions to 
foreign Princes :, forfome of them do not dcfcrvc 
even the Name of Subftdies ? • —Do you be- 
lieve that all thofe various Treaties^ in which We 
have been lately engaged, have really been of any 
Advantage to the Nation ; or that our naval £x- 
peditionsy itt Purfuance of them, (to fay nothing of 
our domejlick Arnrnda's) have been attended with 
any other E%£ks than rotting our Ships^ deftroy- 
ing Multitudes of our Seamen^ and driving others 

into foreign Service ? -Are you of Opinion that 

the fraudulent Management of the Charitable Cor^ 
porafionj or the Sale of the late Earl of Derwevt" 
VJotei^s Elftate, ought to have gone unexamined ; or 
rather are you not convinced that fuch flagrant Ini- 
quities ought to have been puniihed in a much 
more fcvere, and exemplary Manner? — Are you not 
as firmly convinced that if the Enquiry into the 
Frauds of the Cujhms had not been defeated, in (b 
Ihamelcte a Manner, by the very Perfon^ who firft 
fet it on Foot, a Difcovery might have been made 
Q^Abufes no lefs enormous aha unjuftifiable than 
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the Others? — LafUy, do you in your CdnfcienccJ 
believe that the late Exctfe^Scbeme was calculated 
for the Intereft, Happiiiefs and Safety of a free 
People'^ or even that it did not contain a wboh 
Syjlem of Oppreffton^ and ftrikc at the very Vitals 
ot our ijonftitution ? 

On the other Hand, do you think that a vigo- 
rous Oppofition to fach Meafures as I have juft 
mentioned, and the moft ftrenuous Ekidcavours to 
bring the Authors of them to Jufticc, were either 
unfeafonable or illaudable ? Lay your Hands upon 
your Hearts, GentJemeny and declare whether you 
do not believe that this Oppofition and thefe Enaea^ 
vours have been of Service to your Country, in fc- 
veral Inftances, though they may not have pro- 
ved fo effedual ascoukihavc been wifh'd. — Butbc- 
fides the bad JloingSy which the Gentlemen in the Qp» 
pofition either prevented, or oppofed, We muft not 
pals over thofc good Things^ which they have adhially 
obtained, or attempted to obtain for us. Don t 
you think that the ^5, to prevent Bhibery and 
Corruption, in the EleSfions of Members toferve 
in Parliament^ was a well-intended, a falutary, 
and a truly glorious Law ? I am afraid, indeed^ 
that It hath not had all the Effidl propofcd 
by the Lcgiflators; and, what Law may not be 
evaded, when the Evafion of it is countenanced, 
and encouraged by Thcfe^ who ought to put it in 
Execution ? But I have the Pleafurc to obferve, at 
the fame Time, that the Defign of this AH hath 
not been intirely defeated, notwithftanding all the 
Artifices of the Agents of Corruption. Ith^th,atleaft, 
put a Stop to their dealing publickly for Boroughs 
here in Town, and rendered that iniquitous Mer- 
chandize more difficult, dangerous and expcnfivc. 
Wc know, indeed, by fatal Experience, that there 

arr 
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arc Men,, even of plentiful Fortunes, who arc not 
alhamed to undertake this dirty Office^ and to de- 
grade Thcmfelves into the loweji Suborners of Per^ 
Jury ; for That is now the Cafe of every Man^ who 
Bribes another to vote againft his Gonlcience, and 
to fwear that He docs it without Gifty or Reward. 
But belides the Projtitution and Infamy of fuch an 
Undertaking, it is like wife attended with //^;5(arij, 
which no wife Man in tolerable Circumftanccs would 
run, upon any Account ^ for however thefc -Bo- 
rougihBrokers may flatter Thcmfelves with Hopes 
of Protcdion from Him, who employs Them, They 
will certainly find Thcmfelves difappointed, when- 
ever the Parliament Ihall think fit to enquire into 
fuch PraSHces ; which arc grown fo notorious, 
and have been (b loudly complained of by all Par- 
tics, in their Turns, that I hope the Day of En- 
quiry is not far off Again, can you deny the 

late ASty for preventing the infamous PraHice of 
Stockjobbing, to be a wife, an honcft, and an 
efficacious Law ? Hath it not been already attend- 
ed with furprizing Succefs, in clearing the Alley of 
thofc Swarms oiLocufis^ which ufcd to infeft the 
Center of Trade, and prey upon the Properties of 
an induftrious People ?— Both thefe beneficial AUs 
arc owing to the Affiduity and Vigour oithofe Gen^ * 
tlemenj vyho pafs'd under the Denomination of the 
Country Party^ in the laft Parliament ; nor arc Wc 
Icls indebted to Them for their Endeavours to pro- 
cure us fevcral others, of the fame puWick-fpirited 
Nature. -~— Do you think. Gentlemen^ that the 
Nation would have fuflcrcd any real Damage, or 
Iqconvenience, if the Penjion-Billy the Place^Bill^ 
and the ^alification'-Bill had been pailcd into 
X-aws ? Are not fuch Laws ftill neccfiary to pre- 
icrvc that Independency of the Houfe cf Commons 
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6n the Crawly which is the Bafis of our Qmfiitih 
tion^ and without which it would foon dc generate 
into the worft Kind of arbitrary Goverument j That 
is, a Government by Will^ fuch as Tiberius cxercifed, 
with a prqftitutey dependent Senate^ to palliate all 
his tyrannical Mcafurcs, and even to enfi)rcc the 
Execution of them ? Nay, arc not facb Laws more 
neceffary at this Time, dian in any former Age ; 
iincc the Means of deftroying this Independency^ by 
Places^ Penjions^ and Bribes^ are infinitely more ex- 
tenfive than they ever were before ; and even die 
Morality of employing thefe Means hath been pub- 
Mckly avow'd and defended ? When Thbgs are 
brought to fuch a Pafs, it is high Time for a J5fr- 
tip Hotife of Commons to exert Themfelves ; to vin- 
dicate their own Charaftcrs; and to Ihew the 
World that They are really the Guardians^ as well 

as the Reprefentatives of the People. »- Is it not 

abfolutely neceffary, forinftance, that fome Enquiry 
ihould be made into the Manner of the late EUedi* 
ons in Scotland \ and if the Charge laid in the Pro^ 
tejfs of fever al noble Lords ^ upon that Occafion, 
ihould appear to be as well-founded, as it is plau- 
fible, ought not fuch PraSfices to be feverely pu- 
nilhed, as a downright Invafion of our Conjlitution ? 
In what Shape this jMair will come before you, or 
how you may think fit to proceed upon it, I IhaH 
not pretend to conjedture ; but as it will probably 
come before Parliament, in fome Shape or other, 
We may affure ourfelves that you will examine it to 
the Bottom, and do fomething at lead to prevent, 
for the future, the abfolute Nomination oi Jixteen 
Members to fit in the other Houfe of Parliametitj 
and perhaps double the Number in your own. 

Give me Leave, Gentlemen^ to repeat and incul- 
cate it on your Minds, that you ought not to give* 
upfo glorious a Gaufe, if you ihould happen to meet 

with 
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trith fomc Difbouragcmcntsat your firft fctting dtt 
but to purfuc it with mvariable Zeal, and indelatiga- 
blc Application. You muft confidcr that the Evils, of 
which We complain, are grown very obftinate, and 
cannot be eradicated without Time and Trou- 
ble. But do not therefore defpair, nor fuficr your 
ftlves to be tired out of the Attempt, It may 
give you fome Confblation to refled that even /;/- 
ccfjjiaerabh Mimrities^ heartily united amongft 
Themfelvcs, and inflexibly refoived to purfue the 
Intercft of their Country, have frequently worked 
Themfelvcs up to Majorities. Nay, you cannot 
forget that ^\xmtfeventy^ or eighty Gentlemen^ in 
the laft Parliament, gain'd fo much Strength by 
their Steadinefe and Kefolution, as to throw out the 
moft pernicious and eMcrable Bitl^ that was ever oflfe- 
rcd to a Britijh Parliament. 

Upon the whole. Gentlemen^ as This is one of 
the moft critical Conjundlures, that ever England 
faw, We rely upon your Prudence, your Imparti- 
ality, jour Vigour, and your unwearied Perfeve- 
rance m the Difcharge of that high Truft, which 
is committed to you, and which you have fo maay 
Obligations to difcharge with the ftrideft Integrity. 
You are lately come up from diflcrent Parts of the 
Kingdom, where you have heard the Voice of the 
People^ and can be no Strangers to the Senfe of the 
People. You know their Wants too ; as well as the 
Falihood of thofe confident Aflcrtions, that the 
Nation was never in a more Jlourijhing Condition 
than at prefcnt, and that all our Complaints pro- 
ceed only from a faSiious Difpojition in the People j 
without any juft Caufe, or Keafon, in the Circum- 
ftances of Things. You have feen in what Manner 
fome Members of the late Parliament have been hils'd 
out of their Counties, or Boroughs, with the ftron- 
geft Marks of Refentmcnt, for aifting contrary to 

E the 



the known Seole and Interefi of their ConJUtuemSf 
You have fccnhow others have been received with 
univerfal Applaufe, and almoft Adoration, for con» 
fulting and purfuing both. Inlhort, Gentlemen j you 
cannot plead Ignorance of our Misfortunes^ or of 
our Grievances ; and therefore We have the finxi* 
gcft Rcafons to hope and expcd that, if you have 
any Regard for the piblick Goody or even for your 
own private Interejl^ rightly confidercd, you will 
immediately take our unhappy Cafe into your Con* 
lideration, and apply fbmc effedlual Remedies to it 
If you do This, tne Bleflings of the prcfent Age 
will accompany all your Endeavour^, and endear 
your Names to the lateft Poftcrity. If you take 
another Courfci — but I amfo loth to fuppofe that 
any Confidcradons will prevail upon you to ^St 
fuch a Part, that I chufe to fupprcfe the Confe* 
qucnces of it* and Ihall conclude in the Words of 
the late Mr. Trenchard, who not only took the 
Liberty of addrcfling you, on a like Occalion, (the* 
far left momentous than the prcfent, and when We 
were in much better Circumftanccs than at prdent,) 
but wasHimfclf a Member of your illullrious Body. 

TTiiis Gentleman^ having ihew*d that the Dabtlers 
in Corruption are Lofers by it, in the main, when 
They come to caft up their Accounts, proceeds 
thus, 

* ^ But even tbefi corrupt Advantages arc no 
*' longer to be had upon the fame Terms. The 
^^ Bow is Itretch'd fo far, that it muft break, if it 
^^ goes farther. Corrupt ion^ like all other Things, 
^* has its Bounds, and muft at laft deftroy it lelf, 
^^ or deftroy every Thing elfe. We are already 
^^ aliTioft mortgagea from Head to Foot. There 13 
^^ icarce any Thing, which can be tax'd^ that is 
^^ not tax^d. Our Veins have been opened and 
^^ draip'd fo Ipng, that there is nothing left but 
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" our Hearfs Blo(4 ; and yet crery Day new Oc^f^ 
^^ cq/ions arile upon us^^ which muil^ be (upq^y^d 
** out o£ exhaujled ChanneU^ or cannot bc fuppl/d- 
^* at all.. H9W think yoMyGentktneny Thia can be. 
" done ? What has been rarfcd within the Teaff 
^^ has not been found fuificient to defray the JCx^ 
** pences of the Year ; and will any one amongil> 
** you, in Times of full Peace, content, to new 
*^ mortgage the Kingdom to fupply the current Ser^i 
•^ vice ? And if you could be prevailed upon ton 
^^ confcnt to it, how long do you believe it can> 
'^ laflt, or that you can find Creditors ? And what- 
*^ can bethQ Confequence dL [uch Cfedit ? Sure it 
^ muft make the Payment dejperate 5 and if ever- 
^^ That grows to be the Cafe, what thbk yoi;^ 
" will bc the invent ? Who do you imagine will 
^ have the /weeping of the Stakes ? t)b you be#^ 
" licve Thofe^ who brought your Misfortunes up** 
" on you, will pay the Reckoning at laft, or fava 
^ themfclves by endeavouring to compteat their 
" Wickedncis ? There is no Way, Gentkmenj t^ 
'* prevent all thefe Evils^ which lour over and- 
^ threaten you and us, but by preventing, or re- 
^ moving the Caufes of them ; and I hope you 
^^ will think it worthy your befl Confidcrations, 
" and moft vigorous Endeavours to do fb, rather 
" than to fufier under, and be undone by them. 

" By doing this great Service to your Country, 
" you will not only confult your Reputation^ yonr own 
^^ Interejlsj and thfi Iifter^fts 6f T^ofey whom you 
^ reprcicnt ; but, in the moft efiedtual Manner, will 
" fcrve your Prince^ by making him a glorious 
^* King over an happy, fatisfy'd, dutiful and grate^ 
'* fui Pcc^e. A great aftd ri^h People can alone 
'^ make a great King : their difTufive and accumu-* 
•* lative Wealth is his Wealth, and always at his 
^ Comiwand, when employed for his true Glory, 

^* which 
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